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TO THE PEOPLE OF OHIO. 


The Committee, under whose superintendance ‘things are generally known, but they have been 
the present work is commenced and will be con- looked upon in a mass—as something, perhaps, 
ducted, have undertaken it, under a solemn convic- necessarily incident to Government; but too large 
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tion, that the interests and welfare of the people re-|and too abstruse to be investigated and compre- 
quire it. Without an accurate knowledge of the ended by the common people. In truth, it is only 
administration of the Government, the people can of late, that we have had any adequate meane of 
never know whether to approve or condemn it.— looking into these matters.—But the channel of ine 
Without specific and timely information of the acts formation is now opened—the sewers of corrup- 
and doings of our public officers, how are the peo- tion have been uncovered, and some of the full 
ple to determine whether to re-clect or discharge fed have flown, but they have left lights behind 
them? According to the theory of our Government, | ‘them. 

every voter should be well informed in regard toell) It shall be the business of the InvesTrgaToR toex- 
leading measures of a public nature, and should amine into all these matters fairly, but fearlessly ; 
possess an accurate knowledge of the acts and do- keeping in mind our motto, ** naught extenuate, nor 
ings of public men. Without this knowledge, no set down aught in malice.’ There is enough of 
man can vote intelligibly. But are the voters thus truth for all the purposes of conviction, and if the 
informed? Have a majority of them a correct moral sense of the people is not utterly vastated, 
knowledge of the specific plans and acte of the men enough for prompt and efficient condemnation. 
now in power? Do they know the nature and ex-| The question may here arise in the minds of 
tent and bearing of the measures of the present ad- jmany an honest enquirer, * What is the matter? 
ministration? Can they point to, and call by name, What is there wrong or dangerous in the adminis- 
the especial acts of violence, usurpation and defal- tration of public affairs? Wherefore the necessity 
cation, that have marked the course of the domi- of this new publication; and of this stir and excite- 
nant party for the last ten years? It is presumed ment?” ‘Those who have paid little attention to 
not. We all know that there is something wrong— the doings of our public agents for the last ten years, 
that the times are strangely out of joint. We know will naturally make such an enquiry. Because the 
that a few years ago the nation was out of debt— blight and the mildew have not reached their grain 
that Providence has continued to smile upon us— fields, and the public robbers have not yet come 
that abundance hag continued to crown the labors down upon their corn cribs and stock yards,—be- 
of the husbandman—that commerce has increased, cause the operations of God’s Providence are mild 
and that wealth has been gushing in upon us from and beneficent, and our physical condition seems 
every avenue of the world.—We know all this, and prosperous and happy, it is conceived by thousands 
furthef we know, that but a few short years ago,;and thousands of houest, true-hearted American 
the National ‘Treasury was full and overflowing with citizens, that nothing is the matter—that all things, 


the people’s money.—We know thatav act of Coa moral, physical and governmental, are working to- 
gress was passed to distribute the surplus among gether for good, and that ths alarm cry is facti- 


the several States.--We know, also, without waz, tious—the eflervessence of disturbed feelings—the 
pestilence or fumine, that the present administra- mere clamor of party animosity and disappointed 
tion, so far from distributing that surplus, have spent ambition. Thus has it ever been, from the begin- 
the most of it, and run the nation in debt more than ning of the world, in all goveraments doomed for 
twenty millions of dollars!! We say that these destruction. A fatal sleep has ever hung over the 
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mags of the people, while demagogues, under popu- 
lar names, have been sapping the foundation of 
their dearest rights. ‘They have never wanted the 
same arts—the same course of reasoning,—never 
have failed to refer to, and dwell upon the same 
physical condition and circumstances! ‘The Tiber 
never rolled smoother—the fertile fields and vine- 
yards of Italy were never more abundant than in 
the year when Cesar passed the Rubicon; and when 
he had the Roman Senate at his heels, the people 
were in the full enjoyment of every physical bless- 
ing the world could afford! It is precisely so now 
with the American people. So far as their physi- 
cal condition is concerned, there was, perhaps, nev- 
er a nation on earth had more reason to be thank- 
ful. A!l things in nature, seem to be working for 
our good. Season after season brings its golden 
supplies—i(s manifold comforts, and piles up wealth. 
These things are seen and felt by the great mass. 
They seem to spring out of the earth and to be pe- 
rennial. As they address themselvesto the bosoms 
and sentiments of the people, they are seized hold 
of by demagogues and designing men, and held up 
as the evidences, and as the only evidences of na- 
tional prosperity—as signs to be relied upon, that 
all things are right--that the administration of the 
government is good, and that the public officers are 
all striving for the perpetuity of the Union, and for 
the best interests of the country. 

We repeat the sentiment, and it is a lamentable 
fact, that the great mass of mankind rest their no- 
tions of national prosperity and of governmental 
right, upon considerations precisely like the above! 
If it were indeed true, that all our rights and bles- 
sings, physical and moral, grew out of the earth spon- 
taneously, and were not dependant upon the purity 
and wisdom of our civil institutions, it would all be 
well, and the people need look to no source but their 
own immediate action for the scope and perpetuity 
of their enjoyments. But such is not the fact. All 
our physical blessings hang upon moral causes!— 
Take away good government, wisdom and purity of 
purpose, integrity of action and faithfulness in ex- 
ecution, and all the means of liberty and happiness 
may remain, but they remain only for a short 
time, and will become a curse instead of a bles- 
sing. 

The above course of reasoning has Jed us to the 
consideration of a subject of weeping and wailing 
interest to every pure hearted man of every reli- 
gious or political sect in this great Republic. — We 


refer to the increasing apathy and universal lack of 
moral sensibility among the people! Time was, 
when the administrators of this Government, were 
considered as fathers in the land. They looked up- 
on ite budding greatness with pride, and guarded 
all its rising interests with paternal care. ‘The peo- 
ple, too, were awake to their rights and duties ;— 
while they supported and honored the good and the 
great, they seldom failed to visit upon the profligate 





and wicked, timely and just retribution. But for 
the last ten years, what a sad change has come 
over the moral perceptions of the land! The evil 
is not, that bad men sometimes get into office, and 
that errors and misdeeds are sometimes committed 
in high places, foe this is common to all govern- 
ments; but it is, that such men seem to obtain of- 
fice as a matter of course—that misrule, defalca- 
tion and peculations pervade every department of 
State; and what is worst of all, a large portion of the 
American people look on these things, not with hor- 
ror and detestation, but with a calmness and indif- 
ference that borders on absolute stupidity. Nay, 
we go further—there is a spirit abroad in the land, 
that not only winks at these things, but upholds 
them ;—what it cannot conceal, it justifies; and what 


it cannot defend, it endeavors to paliiate by derision 


and prevarication. 
We repeat, that the most alarming feature of the 


present times, is the fatal indifference with which 
the people regard the high-handed misdoings of 
their public agents. ‘Time was, when a tithe of 
the late acts of treasury-fraud and profligacy, would 
have aroused this nation to the highest pitch of ex- 
citement.—No man would have dared, either in 
Congress or out of it, to have offered a single word 
of apology; much less should we have found men 
in high stations, endeavoring to stifle investigation 
and screen the offenders. But, fellow citizens, these 
things exist—They have been increasing upon this 
nation for these ten years past. They have been 
rolling onward and onward like a fatal tide, gather- 
ing strength by the way, and bursting out occasion- 
ally in some blasting stream of defalcation, till they 
threaten, if not timely checked, to overwhelm all 


our institutions in one common ruin! 
‘That we do not speak unadvisedly and in terms 


too strong and energetic, let us go back fora few 
years'and review some of the Jeading acts and mea- 
sures—examine the practices, and contemplate 
some of the violated pledges, of the present admin- 
\istration. We do not intend to discuss these eub- 
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jects at large, but just to run over some of them to 
refresh the memories of our readers. 


We should all remember with what manly deci- 
sion General Jackson condemned the interference 
of national officers with our local and general elec- 
tions. At first, about ten years ago, such a thing 
was but little known.--It was looked upon then as 
it is now by every honest man, with abhorrence and 
indignation. We say General Jackson condemned 
it—but he condemned it in words only.-—He did 
not carry into execution a part of his sentence of 
condemnation. —“ That such interference would be 
just cause of dismissal from office!” No, he did 
no such thing. His condemnation was like the oper- 
ation of a gentle wind upon the trees; it does not 
prostrate them, but gives them health and vigor, and 
enables them to strike their roots deeper and strong- 
er into the earth. So, from that period, what was 
occasional, and was condemned by every body, 
has now become a general practice, and is openly 
avowed and defended by all the leading members 
of the present pzrty in power! Such a practice is 
abhorrent to every principle of free government.—- 
No people on earth can long tolerate it and retain 
their freedom.-~—No people with the ballot boxes in 
their hands should tolerate it, and call themselves 
freemen! 

Twenty years ago, such a practice, so openly and 
so shamelessly avowed, would of itself, independent 
of any other enormity, have been considered suffi- 
ciently grievous by the people, to excite their highest 
indignation, and to have called for the prompt and 
united correction at the polls! But how isit now? 
We hear the warning voice—it comes up from va- 
rious quarters of the land--it dies away upon the 
ears of thousands.——We still see, however, the office 
holders busy at all our elections--bringing their 
power and patronage to beat upon them, and the 
practice daily growing deeper, broader and more 
firmly rooted! In the State of New York, and we 
know not in how many other States, but we have 
a right to presume more or less in all, this practice 


has been reduced io a system of taxation among the 
office holders Every officer in the city in the em- 


ployment of the National Government, was obliged, 
on peril of being turned out of place, to contribute 
a certain portion of his salary to defray the expen- 
ses of the party elections!! In this, the doctrine of 
General Jackson is reversed. He denounced the 
interference of the officers and declared it a just 





3 


cause of removal; but in New York, we find thata 
refusal to interfere, and to pay for it too, was the 
cause of removai! This shameful fact is not the 
creation of fancy, or of party animosity; it is a pal- 
pable truth, developed by the late committee of in- 
vestigation, from witnesses under oath—a fact we 
shall publish in the course of this work, with all its 
appendages, and with all the éwistings of a part of 
that committee to prevent the disclosure! In look- 
ing at this subject, who will not say that General 
Jackson’s prediction is verified? “If sucha prac- 
tice is permitted to obtain,” said he; “ it requires no 
great stretch of intellect to foresee that fraud and 
corruption will become the order of the day!”— 
Most truly spoken;--corruption has become the 
order of the day! It stalks abroad from Georgia to 
Maine, showissg its impudent, brazen front in every 
village and hamlet of the nation. 

The question should be here asked, how long is 
the practice to be borne? Have the people no in- 
terest in removing it? Are they quietly to settle 
down and permit a host of public officers, from tha 
President, down through all the grades and depart- 
ments to the lowest office in his gift, to league to- 
gether, and to bring their immense influence of means 
and money to bear upon this, their dearest and 
highest privilege? Willthey do this without an ef- 
fort to prevent it? Surely, if the spirit of our fa- 
thers is notentirely departed, and men have not lost 
their reason, every honest voter in the nation will 
answer, no! Let us, then, awake to our rights— 
arouse from our lethargy—put away for a season our 
attachment to party and men, and look at things as 
they really are. Depend upon it, all cannot be safe, 
when wesee in high, as wellasin low places,somuch 
abuse of power and trust—so much extravagance, 
fraud and peculation ;--and especially when we see 
a host of office holders, ull united in the same 
schemes, overleaping all distinctions that usually 
separate men, and clinging together in one common 
brotherhood, and using all the means of office and 
money to keep their party in power. We say again, 
arouse—stand in the breach, and stay the plague. 





The Globe names 15 alledged defaulters, and tri- 
umphantly asserts that they are Wuies. ‘That may 
be, but to every 15 Whig defaulters, there are at 
least, 1500 Loco Foco defauiters. No one ever 
doubted that there were knaves among the Whigs; 
but it is a curious fact that the Administration, true 
to its nature, always when selecting a Whig for of- 
fice, is sure to fix upon the greatest rogue. 
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DEFALCATIONS. 

With such facts as the following figures disclose, 
is it any wonder that the present administration are 
obliged to borrow money to keep the government 
in operation? 

Our readers will recollect that within two years 
the administration have been undér the necessity 
of issuing twenty millions of Treasury notes—in 
other words they have been obliged to borrow that 
sum. It should be recollected also, that not long 
ago the Nation was out of debt and had a large 
surplus of good funds in the Treasury, which by law 
of Congress, was to have been distributed among 
the States. One dividend has been made; the rest 
has all vanished into thin air, with the twenty mi!- 
lions of Treasury notes into the bargain. 





We do not pretend to say that the Treasury notes 
are all yet expended; nor do we pretend to say that 
the necessity of issuing them, and the disappear- 
ance of the surplus revenue are at all connected 
with the table of defalcations exhibited below; but 
we do say that the wonder of what has become of 
the public money, is amazingly lessened! A mer- 
chant in good business and extensive capital sud- 
denly fails. Times have been good, business brisk, 
no appareni losses, no pressure—and every body 
wonders what could have been the cause. After 
a while the merchant's creditors succeed in obtain- 
ing the appointment of a committee of investiga- 
tion. He battles them with might and main, cries 
persecution, fraud and oppression ;—but they suc- 
ceed at last, get hold of his books and examine his 
clerks. They find he has not only been a constant, 
though a sly visitor of the gambling room, but he 
has set up some half dozen favorite cousins in bus- 
iness in distant parts of the country! No one, per- 
haps,can prove that he has used his creditor’s money, 
but what reasonable man will hesitate to believe that 
he is a villian and a robber!—(By the way, after 
such a disclosure, what would you think of the cred- 
itors, if they should continue to uphold such a mer- 
chant, supply him with goods and call him an hon- 
est man!!) 


The bare fact of loosing the money as disclosed 
in the following table, is not the worst feature in 
the case. Public officers will sometimes be in de- 
fault;—but how has this matter been treated and 
looked upon at Washington city? How has Levi 
Woodbury acted in the case, and what has the Pres- 
ident done either to prevent, correct, or punish such | 





abuses of trust? If, as soon as found out, Wood- 
bury and the President had turned these men from 
office promptly, and had taken striet care to appoint 
better ones in their places, they would have been 
obnoxious to no further censure than the want of 
due caution in their first appointment, and for fail- 
ing to hold them strictly to their stated remittances. 
But they have done no such thing! In most, if not 
in all the instances as stated below, eo far from their 
being any promptness of action on the part of the 
Executive officers, there was a remissness, a pa- 
lavering iudulgence from time to time, if not a 
downright connivance that was criminal in the high- 
est degree; and if the transaction were to take place 
in private life, these officers as men, would be held 
partakers of the fraud, and be made liable in any 
court of competent jurisdiction in the United States. 
(Appropos: the parties are in court,the highest court 
known to the Constitution—the court of the Sover- 
eign people; and if by means of the office holders 
and Treasury favors they do not succeed in pack- 
ing the jury, as we believe the lawyers call it, these 
Executive officers will be hurled from their places; 
but of this at another time.) 


We were speaking of the remissness of Wood- 
bury, &c. This man suffered the defaulters to run 
on and accumulate their defalcations for months and 
months after he was fully and fairly apprised of their 
frauds and deficits! In some instances the bonds 
were not taken till after the defaults had accrued, 
and then he informs the President with seeming ex- 
ultation—as a kind of master stroke of his finan- 
cail skill, that he had succeeded in coaxing a public 
robber to give security for the amount of his rob- 
bery! We wish our readers to ponder upon these 
things. Let them examine the table and foot it up. 
They shall have the documents to which we refer, 


Woodbury’s letters and ali, as soon as we can pub- 
lish them. 


But the worst feature of all in this business, is 
yettobe named. Itis the fact, that party zeal and 
party prejudice has so far blinded the minds of a 
vast portion of our fellow citizens, that they either 
cannot, or will not look upon these things in their 
proper light. 

A large portion of the public press, many public 
officers, and a host of writers, are constantly em- 
ployed either in denying or palliating these enormi- 
ties, and endeavoring to blunt and stupify the moral 
sense of the people in regard to them! Ten years 
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ago, the disclosure of such a series of corruption 
and public robberies as have lately come to light, 
would have aroused the people to sucli a pitch of 
just indignation, that we doubt much whether they 
would have waited the slow process of the ballot box 
for redress.—Violence might have got the better of 
discretion, and justice taken a shorter cut than the 
law allows, to hurl such offenders from office. 

But how is the subject looked upon now? Among 
the supporters of the present administration, a know!}- 
edge of all this shameful abuse of trust and high- 
handed villiany, hardly seems to produce a sensa- 
tion! They appear to talk of it as a matter of 
course. As “the spoils belong to the victors,” it 
seems to be a thing that was expected. We repeat, 
the moral sense of the people on this subject, is 
blunted. Treachery and defalcation public plun- 
der and violated faith, are looked upon as common 
and every day occurrences. A vast number of the 
party speak and act in a manner as if they thought 
that such things were hardly wrong. 

‘The annexed exhibits the condition of the Land 
Department alone, as reported by the Secretary of 
the Treasury, to the last Congress; how much the 
Custom House officers have stolen, we are not per- 
mitted to know, but the amount is very great. 


J.S. C. Hartison, Vincennes, $9,250,18 
A. P. Hay, Jeffersonville, 5,147,72 
C. T. Candy, Crawfordsville, 39,013,31 
A. McCarty, Indianopolis, 1,338,92 
B. F. Edwards, Edwardville, 3,325,76 
W. L. D. Ewing, Vandalia, 16,854,76 
John Hays, Jackson, 1,486,16 
W. M. Green, Palmyra, 2,314,12 
B. S. Chambers, Little Rock, 2,146,26 
D. L. Todd, Opelousas, 1,121,98 
B. R. Rodgers, do 6,624,83 
N. Cox, New Orleans, 4.163,56 
M. Cannon, do 1,259,28 
A. W. McDaniel, Washington,  6,000,00 
G. B. Crutcher, Choctaw, 5,061,40 
G. B. Dameron, do 38,714,81 
S. W. Dickson, do 11,231,90 
W. P. Harris, Columbus, 109,108,18 
L. Pope, Huntsville, 37, 123,32 
W. Taylor, Cahaba, 23,116,18 
U. G. Mitchell, do 54,626,55 
R. K. Cali, Tallahasse , 9,385,30 
J. W. Stephenson, Galena, 43,294,00 | 
L. Hawkins, Helena, 100,000,00 | d 
8. W. Beal, Green Bay, 10.700,20 
J. Friend, Washita, 1,551,91 
W.H. Allen, St. Augustine, 2,607,50 
G. D. Boyd, Columbus, 50,937,22 
R. H. Sterling, Choccuhuma, 10,733,70 
P. Childress, Greensburg,  12,449,75 
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J. H. Owen, St. Stephens. 30,611,99 
Wm. Linn, Vandalia, 55.962,16 
S. T. Scott, Jackson, 13,950,47 
J.T. Pollock, Crawfordsville, 14,891,99 
J. L. Daniel, Opelousas, 7,289,63 
M. Neviile, Cincinnati, 13,781,19 
M. J. Allen, Tallahasse, 25,691,57 
S. Brown, Sprivgfield, 36,000,00 


Can any reasonable man, after seeing such mon- 


strous frauds practised upon the country, longer 
support the administration guilty of them. 


But the fact is denied that the Administration 
has any thing to do with this matter. The Presi- 
dent and Secretary of the Treasury, it is said, are 
both entirely harmless. For the purpose of ascer- 
taining the truth of this assertion, let us examine 
some of the above cases; and we shall then see 
whether the Administration is not equally guilty 
with the defaulters themselves, 

We will take the case of W. P. Harris, who was 
receiver of public moneys at Columbus, Mississip- 
pi. Toshow, however, that Levi Woodbury, the 
Secretary of the Treasury, was not ignorant of the 
duties of his office, we will quote from his instruc- 
tions to the receivers.— These are numerous, were 
furnished by himself, and bear date in January and 
February 1835, One of them reads as follows: 

* Once for all, then, I will inform you, thata 
strict observance of the regulations of the Depart- 
ment, for the periodical deposit of the public money, 
and the transmission of your accounts and returns, 
ARE PARAMOUNT DUTIES, the neglect of which will 
be reported for the action of the Executive!” 


Other instructions, given about the same time, 
are equally plain and positive. They all indicate 
that Mr. Woodbury wnderstood the duties of his 
office ;—in the examination of the case of Harris 
we shall see how shamefully he performed those 
duties. Woodbury says, ‘Once for all, I will in- 
form you” &c.—Mark the phraseology, then read 
his protracted correspondence with Harris! The 
first letter is as follows: 


Treasury DeparTMENT, 
Feb. 1835. 


Sir:—I regret that there should be occasion for 
again calling your altention to the omission to ren- 
er your monthly duplicate returns to this office, for 
the months of November and December, (these be- 
ing in arrear) and to remind you that punctuality 
in this respect is indispensable. 

LEVI WOODBURY, 
Secretary of the Treasury. 
W. P. Harris, Receiver, &c. 
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Here, it seems, that Harris had already been re- 
minded of his failure to make his monthly returns; 
and was again reminded by the patient Secretary, 
that that duty must be promptly complied with.— 
Does Harris comply? The next letter will show. 


Treasury DeparTMenr, } 
March 17,1835. 4 


Siz :— Having received no monthly duplicate re- 
turn of the transactions of your office since that for 
the month of October last, it becomes my unplea- 
sant duty to call your immediate attention to the 
omission. Allow me to express a hope that there 
may be no further occasion to remind you of the 
importance of punctuality in the transactions of 


these returns. — I am, &c. 
LEVI WOODBURY, 


Secretary of the Treasury. 
W. P. Harris, Columbus, Mississippi. 


Four monthly returns are due; and now, says 
Mr. Woodbury, “ it becomes my painful duty to call 
your immediate attention to the omission!” Here 
is a public plunderer, and ahigh public officer chaf- 
fering :—The officer expressing painful regrets, 
while the robber, from month to month, is securing 
his booty!! “ Allow me to express a hope” &c!! 
After a strict injunction and saying “Once for all,” 
the defaulter paying no regard to his demands, Mr. 
Woodbury leans towards him with all the tender- 
ness of a father, and “ hopes he will have no fur- 
ther occasion to remind him of duty!’ We repeat 
the sentiment advanced in another place, it is not 
the loss of the money, nor the fact that men some- 
times greatly err, that constitute the grounds of ap- 
prehension and complaint; but it is, that such things 
take place openly, at Washington City, among the 
highest functionaries of the land, and excite no sort 
of concern, not even apparent regret among a very 
large class of the American people! Here isa pub- 
lic officer, holding one of the most responsible sta- 
tions that can devolve upon a human being in his civil 
capacity, the Treasurer of a great nation, parleying 
and bandying words of affectionate endearment, 
with a man he knows to be daily robbing the Gov- 


ernment. But see what Mr. Woodbury says fur- 
ther: 


Treasury DreparTMENT, 
June 25, 1835. 

Sir :—Having, in a communication addressed to 
you on the 17th of March last, and on several prior 
occasions, urged upon you the indispensable neces- 
sity of a strict attention of making your monthly 
returns, and finding that no returns have been re- 
ceived from you since that for the month of Novem- 
ber last, it becomes my unpleasant duty to say to 
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you, that if those in arrear are not transmitted by 
return of mail, I shall be constrained to report your 
neglect for the action of the Executive. 
Iam, &c. 
- LEVI WOODBURY, 
Secretary of the Treasury. 


Receiver or Pustic Money, Columbus. 

Thus we see Harris going on froin month to 
month accumulating his defalcations; aid Wood- 
bury following him up with his letters of * painful 
regrets” and ‘‘ unpleasant duties!” The Treasurer 
waits from the 17th of March to the 25th June, and 
then says, if Harris does not remit by return of mail, 
he will inform the President. Let us see WHEN he 
informed the President, and what was done on that 


cccasiou, 
TREAsuRY DEPARTMENT, 
August 28, 1835. 


Srr:—Agreeably to the intimation given you in 
my letter of the 25th June, it has become my dis- 
agreeable duty to report your continued neglect to 
the President, who has instructed me to say to you, 
that if the monthly returns required from you by the 
regulations of the Treasury, which are in arrears, 
are not received at the Department on or before 
the 10th of October next, you will then be dismis- 
sed from office. Iam, &c. 

LEVI WOODBURY, 
Secretary of the Treasury. 

W. P. Harris, Esa. 

Receiver of Public Money, Columbus, Miss. 


From June 25th to the 28th of August!—A long 
time for the return of mail. But sure enough, 
Woodbury informed the delinquent, that he had told 
the President;and mark the result of that disclosure ; 
‘Tam instructed by the President, to say to you, 
‘that if you do not make the return of your arrears 
“to the Department, by the 10th of October next, 
‘you will be dismissed from office!!” Let the rea- 
der stop for a moment and reflect upon this case, 
from its commencement in October 1834, down to 
August 28th, 1835.—There had been, in all that 
time, but one monthly return made, that of Novem- 
ber 1834. Woodbury had told the receivers, and 
Harris in particular, In THE OUTSET, that these 
monthly returns “* WERE PARAMOUNT DUTIES” —that 
they could not be dispensed with on any pretence 
whatever. Yet we find him, from October 1834 to 
August 1835, indulging a man in office, whom he 
knew to be an abandoned and incorrigible pecula- 
tor! But what is done run? Is he made to dis- 
gorge, or is he turned from office?’ By no means. 
The President is informed, and instead of being 
turned out and prosecuted, this same Harris, we 
find, is continued in office and given free license te 
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rob from the 28th of August till the 10th of the 
ensuing October! We say it amounts to a license 
to ros! What other construction can be put upon 
it? Here isa man, who has been collecting and 
using the public revenue for nearly a year,—he is 
informed in the commencement that he must make 
monthly returns, and month after month he is urged 
to do so; but month after month he disobeys and 
sets the Government at defiance. Finally, on the 
28th of Augus!, he is informed by the highest au- 
thority known in the land, that he may go on col- 
lecting and defrauding with impunity, FoR HE WILL 
NOT BE TURNED OUT OF OFFICE TILL THE TENTH OF 
OcroserR FoLtowine!! This is the plain interpre- 
tation of the respite granted; and so it was constru- 
ed by Harris himself, as will most fully appear in 
the sequel. But we must leave the conclusion of 
this article for a future number. 

There is enough in this single transaction dis- 
closed, to stir the honest blood of every true hearted 
American inthe Union. We care not to what po- 
litical party he belongs, we say if he has an honest 
drop of blood in his veins, it will move, if you can 
convince him that these things are true. Well, fel- 
low citizens, they are true. And it is a lamenta- 
ble fact, that they are true. If this was tie only 
case—a single isolated instance of corruption, it 
possibly might be excused and forgotten; but there 
are scores of such cases, and we aver that they are 
rruE. Mr. Woodbury has been made to furnish 
evidence of their existence and TruTH, himself!— 
We take these facts from his own reports. 


We will dismiss this subject for the present, by 
one or two quotations from letters of undoubted 
authenticity. The oneis from the Hon. Mr. Cuar- 
BORNE, member of Congress from Mississippi, show- 
ing the REasons why Harris was not dismissed; and 
the other is from Alexander Hamilton, which we 
exhibit in contrast with the letters of the Demo- 
cratic Woodbury. 


The letter of Mr. Claiborne is dated at Colum- 
bus, Miss., September 15, 1835, and is directed to 


the President of the United States! We wish the 
reader to bear in mind the monrH and YEAR, and 
the fact, that the letter was directed to the Presr- 
pENT. ‘The letter says: ‘‘ Poindexter appointed 
a vile, unprincipled agent, (Gibson Woodbridge,) to 
iake testimony at this office, (Harris’ office,) under 
a resolution of the Senate; and he endeavored to 
implicate Harris in some transactions of minor im- 





portance.”~—“ Nothing would rejoice Poindexter 
more than the expulsion of Harris, whom he knows 
to be ONE OF THE MAIN PILLARS OF DEMOCRACY, AND 
ONE OF THE EARLIEST AND MOST DISTINGUISHED 
FRIENDS OF THE ADMINISTRATION IN Mississiprt. 
His FAMILY AND CONNECTIONS ARE EXTREMELY 
INFLUENTIAL, anv ALL oF THEM ARE CO-OPER- 
ATING WITH US IN THE ARDUOUS STRUGGLE WHICH 


WE ARE Now MAKING. Tuey are TROE DEM- 
OCRATS,” &c. 


We asked the reader to note the date of this let- 
ter, and also to bear in mind that it was directed to 
the President of the United States. Now, let him 
revert to the letter of Woodbury of August 28th, 
1835. la this, Harris is informed that the Presi- 
dent has been made acquainted with his defalca- 
tions; and that unless he setiles up with the Depart- 
ment by the 10th of Ocrozer following, it is the 
President’s determination to turn him from office. 
Putting all these facts, letters and dates together, 
we have fully and distinctly disclosed, the REASONS 
why Harris was coatinued in office! It was nor be- 
cause the Secretary and the President did not both 
KNOW that he was a base and abandoned default- 
er—it was not from any expectation that he would 
reforra and comply with the urgent and repeated 
demands of the Department; but we aver, it was a 
PERFECT UNDERSTANDING that he should go on, col 
lect and spend the public money, precisely as he 
had been spending it!—It was BFcavsE he was a 
“ Democrat ;” that “HE AND HIS FAMILY HAD GREAT 
INFLUENCE”—and-it might have been added, BE- 
CAUSE in the struggle spoken of, there was need of 
the money! 


What a scene of corruption and villainy is here 
brought tolight? Think you, American reader, Whig 
or Democrat, that you can find any thing to match it 
in any of the rotten and corrupt Governments of the 
Old World? In this Republic, boasting of the pu- 
rity of its institutions, the highest functionaries are 
found aiding and abetting a roLirican favorite in 
stealing away the people’s money; and he absolute- 
ly did the same as sTEAL and CARRY away, more 
than ONZE HUNDRED THOUSAND DOLLARS of the peo- 
ple’s money! We cannot but repeat again, that 
the bare Loss of such a sum, is not the great subject 
of complaint. With the blessings of Providence, 
the people can lose a hundred times that amount, 
aud by patient industry soon make itup. But can 





‘they stay that spirit of wanton waste—that reckless 
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disregard of good faith and honest purpose, which | 
has broke loose from high places and is running 
through the land, searing the consciences of pub- 
lic men, and stupifying the moral sense of the na | 
tion? Here lies the evil. Can the people shut | 
the pate upon this foul stream of corruption? ‘They 
can if they will! But will they do i? 


But we come to the letter of General Hamilton, 
which we give in contrast with the letters of Mr. 
Woodbury upon the same subject—that ot de- 
faulters. 

Any one who will read these letters, which we 
re-publish below, cannot fail to be struck by the 





humiliating contrast which they present, with the 
letters of Mr. Secretary Woodbury, written under 
similar exigencies. It will be perceived that the 
rule adopted by General Hamilton and President 
Washington, in regard to defaulters, was perempto- 
ty. It aemitted of no evasion or excuse. When 
a public officer so far neglected his duty, as to suf- 
fer a draft of the department to be returned protest- 
ed, after he had given notice of funds on hand to 
meet such drafi, he was FORTHWITH DISMISSED FROM 
OFFICE. 

If Mr. Woodbury had but fullowed the precedent 
thus established in the better and purer days of the 
Republic, our official records would not now ex- 
hibit the endless catalogue of peculators and de- 
faulters, which is publisbed in the documents of the 


department, | 


Treasury DErARTMEN’, 
Feb. 10, 1795. 

Srr: The enclosed letter of the 27th of Jast month, 
from the collector of ‘l'appahannock, relates to a 
subject equally delicate and disagreeable. It is my 
duty to add, that bills have returned protested, to 
the amount of $3000. 

This conduct, though 1 trust proceeding from no 
ill motive in the collector of the revenue, and at the 
same time so vitally injurious to the public credit, 
that I cannot forbear to submit it as my opinion, 
that the public geod requires the superceding of the 
officer, With perfect respec', &c. 


ALEX. HAMILTON. 
To the President of the U.S. 





Treasury DerparTMeENT, 
June 16, 1794. 

Sire: It is with regret that I inform you that an- 
other collector lias suffered Treasury drafis to re- 
turn unpaid, which were drawn upon moneys re- 
ported by him to be in his hands—Abraham Arch 
et, Esq., of Yorktown, Enclosed are letters of apo- 
logy on the subject. All the drafis which were at 











first declined were afterwards paid. 


I perceive nothing substantially to distinguish this 
case from that of the collector of Tappahannock, 
who was lately suspended on a similar account.— 
Nor can I forbear, however painful the task, to sub- 
init it as my opinion, in this case as in that case, 
that the good of the public service requires a dis- 
placement of the officer. Punctuality ia this re- 
spect is too indispensable not to be made the inva- 
riable condition of continuance in office. 

With perfect respect, &c. 
ALEX. HAMILTON. 
To the President of the U.S. 





Treasury DEPARTMENT, 
Feb. 18, 1795. 

The Secretary of the Treasury has ‘he honor re- 
spectfully to submit to the President of the United 
Siates, certain docu.nents, by which it appears that 
Jehu Muir, collector for the district of Vienna, in 
Maryland, has neglected his duty in failing to col- 
lect, or to institute in season, suits for the recovery 
of bonds for duties due to the United States. 

‘The collector has moreover failed to pay certain 
drafts drawn on him by the Treasurer of the United 
States, for moneys appearing, by returns to the 
Treasury, to be on hand; and in this respect he is 
found to be in the same predicament as the col- 
lector of York and ‘l'appahannock, who were su- 
perceded. 

The Secretary is firmly of opinion that the good 
of the public service requires that this officer should 
be displaced; and from enquiries which he has made 
of Mr. Murray, of the House of Representatives, he 


is induced to believe that James Frazier js a fit cha- 
racter to succeed to the office, 


All of which is respectfully submitted, 
Oxiver WoLcort, 
Secretary of the Treasury. 


To the President of the U. States, 

Here we see no cavilling, no paltering with de- 
linquency. Nothing is said of the political or per- 
sonal connections of the defaulters, or of their abil- 
ity to serve or injure the administration. A just 
rule is strictly applied, without reference to persons 
or consequences, 

Can Locofocoism peruse these letters in connec- 
tion with those of the present Secretary of the T'rea- 
sury, to the scores of defaulters in his employment, 


and say that Levi Weodbury does not richly merit 
impeachment? 





From the U.S, Gazette. 
“THE DIFFERENCE.” 

“When a federal Whig is proved to be a defaul- 
ter, his party cling to and defend him as resolutely 
as evel. 

“When ademocrat becomes a defaulter he is 
instantly cast off and disowned by his party, and 
finds no defenders in its presses. Which is the 


| most honest course ” —[Globe. 
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If the above does not clap the climax of impu- 
dence and mendacity, then we give it up. 

“John,” said a gentleman to a notorious teller of 
terrididies, “tell the biggest whapper you ever told 
in your life,and [ will give youa quarter.” “I tell 
a whiapper!” said the other, “I never told an un- 
truth in my life.” ‘The money is your’s, you have 
won it,” was the reply. 

Ofall the terrididles that ever fell from the 
Globe, and there have been many very big ones, 
the above extract isthe biggest. “When a Demo- 
Crat becomes a defaulter, he is instantly cast off 
and disowned !”— How happened it then that Boyd, 
and Harris, and Linn, and Sterling, and Hawkins, 
and Pollock and Allen, and Childers, and Spen- 
cer, and Dickson, and Owen, and Swartwout, and 
we could name fifty others—but where’s the use; 
—how happens it, we say, that these men were 
not “cast off,’ when it was known for months and 
years that they were defaulters to very large a- 
mounts? In the case of Harris, receiver of public 
moneys at Columbus, Mississippi, 21 letters were 
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campaign: Governor Runnels, R. Walker, Major 
B. W. Edwards, and my-elf, constitute the de- 
mocratic Van Buren ticket. It will be a close 
contest,” , 

In the case of Sterling, eight letters were written 
to him by the Secretary, through a periodof two 
years and a half, cailing for a settlement of his ac- 
counts, and the payment of the balance of money 
in his hands. Ue was never *‘cast off,” and is a 
defaulter to the amount of $10,733,70. 

In the case of Linn, ten letters extending 
through a period of ten years and a half, were ad- 
dressed to him, demanding a settlement of his ac- 
counts, and ihe payment of the money in his hands, 
He was never “cast off,” but resigned a defaulter 
to the amount of $55,762 06! 

Next comes Boyd, the successor of the defaulter 
Harris, Six letter, were addressed to him, in the 
course of one year, from Secretary Woodbury, 
complaining of his not paying over the amount of 
money in his hands. He was not “cast off.” It 
was of this defaulter that V. M. Gareche, who had 








Written to him, extend.ng through a period ofabout been appointed a commissioner to examine into 
two years and ten months, urging him to pay over the matter wrote tothe Secretary: “The amount 
the balance of moneys in his hands, to settle his, which I have made out and transmit herewith, pre- 


accounts, &c., and threatening to tel! the President 
of him if he did not behave better and be a good 


boy. But in this time, and while yet a defaulter, 


he was re-appointed to office, instead of being re- 
moved or “cast off; and he never was cast off, 
but resigned, a defaulter to the amount of one hun- 


dred and nine thousand, one hundred and seventy- 


eight dollars and sixty-eight cents! The fullowing 
extract of a letter from John F, Hl. Claiborne, a 


sents against him a balance of $55,965 54.—The 
man seems really penitent ;and | am inclined to thick 
that he is an honest man, and has been led astray 
by the example of his predecessor, and a certain 


looseness in the code of morality which here does 


not move in so limited a circle as it does with us at ~ 


home. * * You will not, therefore, be surpri- 


sed if | recommend his being retained in prefer- 
enee to another appointwent; for be hae his hands 


representative in Congress from Mississippi, to the full now, and will not be disposed to speculate any 
President, will explain whyanotorious and contu- 


more!!” ‘The fable of the fox and the flies. 
macious defaulter was re-appointed to oflice, after’ With these facts we leave the Globe to its men- 
having been repeatedly threatened with removal. 


‘dacity. 
“Cotumsus, September 15, 1835. | 
“Poindexter appointed a vile, unprincipled a- | A Fair Business Transaction, 
gent, (Gibson Woodbridge,) totake testimony at’ ‘The Louisville Journal states that Gordon B. 
this office, under a resolution of the Senate; and Boyd, a defaulter to the Government to the tune 
he endeavored to implicate General Harris and of sorne $60,000 or $70,000 used the money thus 
George W. Martin in some transactions of very mi- fraudulently obtained in purchasing cotton lands in 
nor importance, | Mississippi, and thatthe amount of purchases thus 
‘‘Nothing would rejoice him (Poindexter) more made, wassome 20,000 acres.—'T'hese lands have 
than the expulsion of General Harris, whom he been seized by the Government agents, as the pro- 
knows to be one of the main pillars of the demo-| perty of Boyd, and are to be sold upon ane and 
cratic cause, and one of the earliest and most dis- | two years credit, to indemnify the Government. 
tinguished friends of the Administration in Missis-' The Journal states further, that the said lands will 
sippi. His family and connexions are exiremely sell fora price, upon those offered, that will fully 
influential, and all of them are co-operating with | indemnify the Government, and leave Boyd a hand- 
us in the arduous struggle which we are now ma- | some fortune beside—he being legally entitled to 
king. They are true democrats, and the bank, ail that may be left, after the Government shall 
nullifying, and White parties would shout ‘‘victo-| have been paid the money he stole from it to pur- 
ry” at any blow aimed at them.” ‘chase them with. When such examples of suc- 
And, therefore, because Harris and his family | cessful villainy are exhibited before the public, is 
‘twere ‘*democrats” and “extremely influential,” | it any wonder that the tone of morality should be 





he must be re-appointed, though a defaulter to the 
amountof over a hundred thousand dollars! This 
would prevent the opposition from crying ‘ victo- 


ry'!? Mr. Claiborne goes on to say to the Presi- 
dent: ‘We are in the midstof an electioneering 


lowered, and that, what has been viewed by the 
public as crime, as theft, should begin to be regar- 
ded, by low as well as high, only as a breach of 
trust? When the Government permits its agents 
‘to become rich by thieving upon the public funds, 
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thereby indirectly rewarding the crime, public vir- 
tue must suffer, and a loose code of morality pre- 
vail.—[ Frank. Repos. 





The following is extracted from the speech of 
the Hon. Mr. Prentiss, delivered last session in 
the Senate of the United States, We re-publish 
it without comment; observing bv the way, that 


the facts disclosed, have not and cannot be dispro- 


ved. Will the people examine and judge for them- 
selves. 


The next defaulter I shall mention was Boyd, the 
successor of Harris, a “follower in the footsteps.” 
In little better than six months after he had been 
in office, we find the following account of his ‘idel- 
ity. Itis extracted from the report of one V. M. 
Garesche, who was sent out by the Secretary to ex- 
amine the condition of the land offices. It is dated 
14 June, 1837. In relation to Boyd, he says: 

“The account of the receiver, which I have made 
out and transmit herewith, presents against him a 
balance of $55,965 54. His own account makes 
it $53,272 73; it is also annexed. His assets, of 
which I alsosend you the list, amount to $61,- 
549 98, RATING THE LAND AT $1 25 onzy, but 
might probably realize double the amount. ‘T'he 
m&N SEEMS REALLY PENITENT; and I am inclined 
to think, in common with his friends, THaT HE Is 
HONEST, and has been led away from his duty by 
THE EXAMPLE OF HIS PREDECESSORS, AND A CER- 
TAIN LOOSENEsSS IN THE CODE OF MORALITY WHICH 
HERE DOES NOT MOVE IN SO LIMITED A CIRCLE AS 
IT DOES WITH Us aT HOMR. Another receiver 
would probably follow in the footsteps of the two. 
You will not therefore, be surprised rr I rEcom- 
MEND HIS BEING RETAINED, IN PREFERENCE TO 
ANOTHER APPOINTMENT; FOR HE HAS HIS HANDS 
FULL NOW, AND WILL NOT BE DISPOSED TO SPEC- 
ULATE ANY MORE. He will have his bond signed 
by the same sureties, and forwarded in a few days 
tv Washington; this speaks favorably. He has, 
moreover, pledged his word, that if retained, he 
will strictly obey the law, and receive nothing but 
specie in payment for lands. He tells me that 
he is about selling a great portion of his lands, and 
some other negociation will enable him to discharge 
a large portion of the debt to the United States be- 
fore the expiration of the next quarter. Lenity 
towards him therefore, might stimulate him to exer- 
tions which severity might perhaps paralyze. I 
have, in the mean time, enjoined the closing of 
the land office until the bond is completed and re- 
turned. No land has been sold since the 29th 
ultimo.” 

Sir, who but a profligate pander could have 
written the above? Who buta political baw! could 
have received it without indignation and contempt? 

“You will not be surprised if I recommend his 
being retained;” “for he has his hands full now.” 

No; presume the Secretary was not surprised, 
though any honest man would have been, at the 
corrupt and wicked proposition. 





The licentious familiarity of this, as well as oth- 
er of the reports and letters to the Secretary can- 
not fail of arousing in the breast of every pure- 
minded man sentiments of scorn and disgust. 

But, says this polypus feeler of Levi Woodbury, 
“that man seems really penitent; and I am inclined 
to think, in common with his friends, that he is 
honest, and has been led away from his duty by 
the example of his predecessor, AND A CERTAIN 
LOOSENESS IN THE CODE OF MORALITY WHICH HERE 
DOES NOT MOVE IN SO LIMITED A CIRCLE AS IT DOES 
at noms.” Now, sir,a more infamous slander was 
never promulgated against an intelligent and moral 
community; fora more upright, intelligent, and 
moral community cannot be found in the Republic 
than that which is the subject of this vile libel. 
Why, sir, I do not believe there is a citizen of that 
community, who would not spurn with honest and 
indignant scorn, the profligate sentiments of this 
self-constituted “‘censor morum.” 

No, sir; it was that looseness of political moral- 
ity which marks the party in power, which more es- 
pecially illustrates the official conduct of the Secre- 
tary of the ‘I'reasury, that induced Boyd to embez- 
zle the public property. 

And he did it with a vengeance. His accounts 
exhibit his defalcation as of some $50,000 or $u0,- 
000 in money. But it was a more splendid robbery 
than this: 1t was of some 28,000 acres of public do- 
main, which, by virtue of his office, hg transferred 
to himself, without even paying for it a single dol- 
lar. Sir, this was a bold operation; most of the 
appropriators of other people’s property prefer per- 
sonal chattels—something which can be concealed, 
and if necessary, taken across the waters. But 


{“there be LAND RATs as well as water rats;” and 


Boyd, it seems, wasa land rat. What a huge slice 
he cut from the public loaf!—28,000 acres of 
land! Why, it ismore than a German principality. 
The Norman robber, who had divided out the broad 
lands of merry England, gave not to his haughty 
barons such wide extent of wood and field. Who 
would not be the feudatory of this Administration, 
when the tenure isso easy, and the reward would 
constitute materials fora dukedom? 

Sir, the Secretary deserves impeachment for 
this case alone. Why has he not proceeded to set 
aside the illegal and false titlesto these Jards’ ‘The 
receiver never had a shadow of right tothem. Yet 
his pretended title has been recognized, and por- 
tions of the land are now being sold by the officers 
of the Government, as the property of the delin- 
quent. 

After this extensive land piracy, what does the 
Secretarydo? Does he, with virtuous indignation, 
turn him out of office? No, sir. He permits him 
to resign at his leisure. ‘Two months after Gares- 
che’s report, he writes him as follows: 


Treasury DEPARTMENT, 

Aveust 8, 1837. 
Srr: Iam happy to hear of the frank and honor- 
able course proposed in your letter of the 24th 
ultimo. [¢{ would be convenient to have the bond 
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and resignation arrive here by the early part of Sep- 
tember. I am, &c. 
LEVI WOODBURY, 


‘ Secretary of the Treasury. 
G.D Boyp, Esq. 
Receiver of Public Money, Columbvs, Mi. 


Yes, sir; according to the morality of the Secre- 
tary, resigning after rebbing the Government of 
20,000 or 30,000 acres of Jand, is very “FRANK 
AND HONORABLE.” 

I will give you one case more, and then I am 


done. Itis the case of Linn, receiver of public 
money at Vandalia, 


As early as June 23, 1834, Mr. Taney wrote to 
him, admonishing him of his neglect in depositing 
the pubic money, and warned him of the indispen- 
sable duty of doing so. 

On the 20th of October, 1834, Mr. Woodbury 
writes him on the same subject; calls to his mind 
his continued neglect and violation of this duty, 
and tells him that if he fails any longer in its per- 
formance, “it will be my painful duty to submit the 
case to the action to the Executive, and to recom- 
mend the appointment of another person as your 
successor.” 

Again, under date of 4th December, the Sec- 
retary renews the complaint of neglect in the de- 
posite, and non-compliance with the positive direc- 
tions of the Department. 

Instead, however, of being removed for this con- 
tinued contumacy, Linn receives the following letter 
from the Secretary: 


Frnrvarv 12, 1825. 

Sin: Although it has pleased the President, un- 
der the explanations given, notwithstanding your 
past neglect in some cases to deposite the public 
moneys as required by law and the instructions of 
the Department, to renominate you for the office of 
receiver of public money at Vandalia, and your 
nomination has been confirmed, yet it is not to be 
inferred, from this evidence of his regard, that 
any future omission in this respect can be overlook- 
ed. Once for all, then, I would inform you that a 
strict observance of the regulations of the Depart- 
ment, for the periodical! deposite of the public 
money, and the transmission of your accounts and 
returns, are paramount duties, the neglect of which 
will be reported for the action of the Executive. 

Iam &c. LEVI WOODBURY 
Secretary of the Treasury. 
Wiutiram Linn, Ese. 
Receiver of Public Money, Vandalia, Illinois. 


But it seems Mr. Linn thought differently; and 
came to the conclusion that, “ from this evidence of 


the President’s regard,” “future omissions” would 
be overlooked. And it seems his opinion on the 
subject turned out to be more correct than that of 
the Secretary; for, under date of July 25, 1836, we 
find the indefatigible Mr. Woodbury still complain- 
ing of Linn’s failure to deposite the moneys on 
hand; yet he does not have him dismissed. 


Treasury DEPARTMENT. 


‘ 








September 2, 1836, he tells him, with as much 
gravity as if it were for the first time: 

* The Department trusts your deposites will 
hereafter be promptly made, and that no exchanges 
whatever of money will take place, on any terms, 
as they open a door to improper practices and un- 
founded imputations.” 

December 8, 1837, he says: 

‘Again it becomes my duty to call your atten- 
tion to the subject of my former letters, in reference 
to the deposite of the public money, and to inform 
you that, if by return of mail evidence is not re- 
ceived of your having complied with the requisi- 
tions of my letters of 16th Angust and 3d Novem- 
ber, it will be my unpleasant duty to report your 
neglect to the President, and to recommend your 
removal from office.” 

Well, sir, instead of being removed, he is per- 
mitted, like Boyd and Harris, to retire with honor, 
upon his OWN VOLUNTARY RESIGNATION, a8 appears 
by the following and last letter of the infamous 
series: 

Treasury DePpaRTMENT, 
Jan. 26, 1838. 

Srr: Your letter of the 7th instant is received, 
and your resignation is accepted by the President. 
I regret that so large a balance stands unadjusted in 
your hands, and trust that certificates of deposite 
for the amount with the Bank of Missouri will, with- 
out delay, be forwarded here. 

Iam, &c. LEVI WOODBURY, 
Secretary of the Treasury. 
Wituram Liny, Esq., Vandalia. 


Now, how dare the President and Secretary to 
say thal delalcation deserves to be punished with 


the penitentiary, when they did not consider it de- 
serving even of removal from office in the case of 
Linn, who was allowed to resign and retire a de- 
faulter for $55,962, 16. [TO BE CONTINUED. 


REMOVAL OF THE DEPOSITES, SUB-TREA- 
SURY, AND OTHER FINANCIAL SCHEMES, 


Under this head, we shal! offer to the considera- 
tion of the public, a variety of well authenticated 
facts—all going to show the origia, progress and 
the disasterous results of the financial schemes of 
the present administration. In speaking upon these 
points, we shall have frequent occasion to refer to 
the United States Bank; but we do not intend to 
discuss the merits or demerits, the utility or inutil- 
ity of that institution. It was formerly the place of 
deposites.—A committee of Congress declared it to 
be a safe place.—Mr. Duane, Secretary of the 
Treasury, also declared it to be asafe place. Itis 
in regard to this fact, that we referto it. Irom this 
placé, notwithstanding the report of the committee 
of Congress and the opinion of the Secretary of the 
Treasury to the contrary, the President was deter- 
mined to remove the public deposites.— And he did 
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remove them. That removal was the origin of the 
“ Sup-rreasury,” and has been the cause of more | 


In the midst of the painful impressions produced 
by these convictions, Mr. D vane received from the 


President a letter, si n, dated oston 
serious injury to the monetary concerns of the | 5 r, signed by him, dated at B ’ 


Union, than can be repaired in twenty years to come. 
We give the following of what took place at the time, 
asa matter of history. It is taken from a compila- 
tion by the National Intelligencer, from Mr. Duane’s 
own account. 


From publications heretofore made, our readers 
already know, that after the arrival of Mr. Duane 
in Washington, and on the very day of his taking 
the oath of office as Secretary of the Treasury, he 
received direct intimations that a blow was medita- 
ted by the President against the U.S. Bank, and 
that the fact of this intention was on the next day 
confirmed to him, in the presence and with the sanc- 
tion of Mr. Kendail, who was referred to as being 
in the President’s confidence and possessed of his 
views on the subject. [‘This was about the Ist day 
of June, 1833.] In Mr. D’s first interview with the 
President, on the 3d of June, the subject of the Bank 
was introduced by the President, as had been fore- 
told to Mr. Duane, and his purposes in regard to 
it were intimated, to which Mr. D. then stated ob- 
yections. On the 5th of June (the day before the 
President’s departure on his Northern tour) he had 
another interview with the President, which the 
President ended by saying “he did not wish any 
one to conceal his opinions, and that all he asked 
was, that Mr. D. should reflect with a view to the 
public good.” 


The effect of these early occurrences on the mina" 


of Mr. Duanr. are stated by him as follows: 


‘¢ ] had heard rumors of the existence of an In- 
FLUENCE AT WASHINGTON UNKNOWN TO THE Con- 
STITUTION AND TO THE CounTRY; and the convic- 
tion that they were well founded Now BECAME IR- 
RESISTIBLE. I knew that four of the six members 
of the last Cabinet, and that four of the six members 
of the present Cabinet, opposed a removal of the de- 
posites; and yet their exertions were nullified by 
individuals whose intercourse with the President 
was clandestine. During his absence, several of 
those individuals called on me, and made many of 
the identical observations, in the identical language 
used by himeelf. ‘They represented Congress as 
corruptible, and the new members as in need of es- 
pecial guidance. ‘They pointed out the importance 
of a test question at the opening of the new Con- 
gress, for party purposes. ‘They argued that THE 
EXERCISE OF THE VETO POWER MUST BE SECURED— 
that it could be in no other way so effectually at- 
tained as by at once removing the deposites; and, 
that unless they were removed, the President would 
be thwarted by Congress. In short, I felt satisfied, 
that all that I saw and heard, that factious and sel- 
fish views alone guided those who had influence 
with the Executive; and that the true welfare and 


honor of the country constituted no part of their ob- 
jects.” 


une 26, enclosng a labored dissertation to show 
why the deposites ought to be removed from 
the Bank of the United States, and recommending 
the employment of Amos KENDALL as a proper 
person to make arrangements with other banks to 
receive the depcsites, &c. 

Considering it his duty to comply strictly with 
the President’s injunction to express to him his 
sentiments frankly and fully on the subject, Mr. 
Duane did so in a letter, which he delivered to him 
in persgn on the 12th July, in which he set forth the 
unanswerable objections which existed in his mind 
to the measures proposed by the President. To 
this letter another labored answer, signed by the 
President, was sent to Mr. Secretary Duane, un- 
der date of July 17th, to which Mr. D. prepared at 
once a reply, which, however, he furbore to present 
tothe President, from various considerations, one of 
which was that he “doubted whether the President 
himself weighed arguments addressed to him;” and 
another of which was that he “felt satisfied that 
answers were prepured for him which were not 
his own.” “Friendly explanatiun” seemed to Mr, 
Duane, for these ceasons, “to be preferable.” 


After some personal interviews and some cor- 
respondence between the President and the thea 
Secretary Duangz, Mr. Amos KENDALL was sent 
upon his missson to the State Banks, which turned 
out to be essentially a failure. From that mission 
he returned late in August, and soon after sent to 


the ‘Treasury Department his report and various 
documents, which the Secretary submitted to the 


President on the 9ihof September. On the 10th 
there was a cabinet meeting, at which time the sub- 
ject was brought up, and the President, after a brief 
speech, handed the papers tv the Secretaries, stated 
anew his own wishes, and asking of the members 
of the Cabinet, when they had read them, that they 
should “come to an understanding.” 

After which the Cabinet separated. 

We now quote entirely from Mr. Duane’s Me- 
moir the following interesting account of the finale 
of this matter, so far as he was officially a party in 
it: 

On the 17th of September, the members of the 
Cabinet again assembled. ‘The PrestpEenT opened 
the proceedings by saying that he trusted advantage 
had been taken of the time which had passed 
since the preceding meeting maturely to consider 











what he had then said. ‘Then addressing himself 
to the Secretary of State, he asked his opinion as 
to the propriety of a speedy change of the place of 
public deposite. Mr. McLane at once proceeded 
to state his objections, in detail, in an emphatic and 
lucid manner. When the Secretary of State had 
closed, the President put the same question to me; 
and I simply answered, that I desired to have the 
whole subject presented in the clearest light before 
Congress—that I had a full confidence in their de- 
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avert the mischiefs referred to by the President— 
that I deprecated the proposed connexion with 
State banks—and apprehended serious evils to the 
Public, in case the contemplated change should be 
made. The Secretary of War, when appealed to, 
said, “You know, sir, Ihave always thought that 
the matter rests entirely with the Secretary of the 
Treasury.” ‘The Secretary of the Navy entered 
into an explanation of the opinion which he had 
given in April, against a removal of the deposites 
prior to the summer of 1834. Although he had 
then considered an earlier change injudicious, he 
must now go with the President, ‘The Attorney 
General barely said that he had been from the be- 
ginning for an immediate change, and was now 
more than ever for it. 

The Presipent then said, “Gentlemen I desire 
to meet you tomorrow, and will then make known 
my own views.” 

On the next day, the members of the Cabinet 
accordingly assembled, and the President caused 
his Secretary to read them the document, subse- 
quently so well known as “the paper read to the 
Cabinet on the 18th of September.” 


Very little, ifany*thing, was done after the pa- 
per had beenread. As those present were retiring, 
I approached the President, and asked him to allow 
me to take and read his exposition. He directed 
his secretary to deliver it to me,and he did so. I 
then asked the President, whether I was to under- 
stand him as directing me to remove the deposites? 
He replied, that it was his desire that I should re- 
move them, but upon his responsibility; adding with 
great emphasis, that “if I would stand by him ic 
would be the happiest days of his life,” 


When [ retired, [had to consider, not merely 
whether I ought to remove the deposites, but 
whether I should resign. I was sensible that I had 
erred in giving any assurance on the latter point, 
and doubting whether subsequent occurrences had 
not absolved me from all obligation to respect it. 
I desired to avoid a surrender of an important post, 
and yet wished to part from the President without 
unkind feeling. It occurred to me that I might ac- 
complish both these ends by asking for a written 
expression of the President’s wish that I should re- 
tire;aud in giving me such a memorandum, I did 
not perceive that there would be any committal of 
himself. It seemed to me that, assailed as I had 
been, and menaced with new attacks, the Presi- 
dent, if really my friend, would not desire to tie up 
my hands. 

I was reflecting upon these points, when, early 
on tle morning of the 19th of September, the Presi- 
dent sent to inquire whethor I had come to a decis- 
ion. I replied that I would communicate it on the 
2ist. On the morning of the same day, (19th.) 
the President’s secretary called on me to state that 
the President had determined to announce the de- 
cision on the deposite question in the Globe of the 
next day. He then proposed to read to me a paper 
prepared for the purpose; but I refused to listen to 











before me, and was preparing a defensive paper on 
my own part; that the President ought to wait one 
day longer to enable me to present that paper, and 
to say whether I would or would notconcur with 
him; and that any such publication in the Globe 
as Was proposed, would be a gross indignity to 
me as an officer andaman. ‘The secretary said 
he believed the president would proceed; that the 
New York Evening Post was urging a decision; 
and that, as to himself he had no wish to express. 
[then at once wrote and delivered to him a re- 
monstrance against the proposed publication. Nev- 


ertheless, on the following day (20th) it appeared 
in the Globe as follows: 


‘‘We are authorized to state that the deposites of 
the public money will be changed from the Bank of 
the United States to the State banks as soon as ne- 
cessary arrangements can be made for that purpose 
and that it is believed they can be completed in 
Baliimore, Philadelphia, New York, and Boston, in 
time to make the change by the Ist of October, 
and perhaps sooner, if circumstances should render 
an earlier action necessary on the part of the Goy- 
ernment. . 

“It is contemplated, we understand not to re- 
move at once the whole of the public money now 
in deposite in the Bank of the United States, but 
to suffer it to remain there until it shall be gradual- 
ly withdrawn by the usual operations of the Govern- 
ment. And this plan is adopted in order to pre- 
vent any necessity on the part of the Bank of the 
United States for pressing upon the commercial 


community, and to enable it to afford,’ if it think 
proper, the uoual favilitics tu the merchants. It is 


believed that by this means the change need not 
produce any inconvenience to the commercial 
community, andheavy call on the Bank of the 
United States, so as to occasion embarrassment 
to the institution or the Public.” 

As soon asI read the above quoted annuncia- 
tion in the Globe, I put aside the defensive expo- 
sition which I had been preparing, and, on the 2Ist 
of September, wrote and personally delivered to 
the President the annexed letter. The conversa- 
tion which took place on the occasion was long and 
occasionally animated. The following brief sketch 


ofa part of it willsuffice for the purposes of the - 


present narrative: 

Secretary. I have, at length, waited upon you, 
sir, with this letter. 

President. What is it? 

S. It respectfully and finally makes known my 
decision not to remove the deposites or resign. 

P. Then you do not mean that we shall part as 


friends. 

S. The reverse, sir, is my desire; but I must pro- 
tect myself. 

P, But you said you would retire if we could 
not finally agree. 


S. [ indistinctly said so, sir; but lam now com- 
pelled to take this course. 


P. [have been under an impression that you 


it, stating that I had the President’s exposition then ; would resign, even as an act of friendship to me. 
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S. Personal wishes, sir, must give way. The 
true question is, which must I observe, my promise 
to execute my duty faithfully, or my agreement to 
retire when the latter conflicts with the former? 

P. I certainly never expected that any such dif- 
ficulties could arise between us, and taink you 
ought still to consider the matter. 

S. Ihave painfully considered it, and hope you 
will not ask me to make a sacrifice. All that you 
need is a successor and him you may have at once. 

P. But I do not wishto dismiss you. I have too 
much regard for yourself, your family, and friends, 
to take that course. 

S. Excuse me, sir, you may only do now what 
you said in your letter of the 22nd of July it would 
be your duty to do, if I then said I would not there- 
after remove the deposites. 

P. It would be at any time disagreeable to do 
what might be injurious to you. 

S. A resignation, I think, would be more injuri- 
ous. And permit me to say that the publication in 
yesterday's Globe removes all delicacy. A worm 
if trodden upon will turn. I amassailed in the lea- 
ding papers of the Administration; and, if my friend, 
you will not tie up my hands. 

P. Then! suppose you mean to come out a- 
gainst me. 

S. Nothing is further from my thoughts. TI bare- 
ly desire to do what is now my duty, and defend 
myself if assailed hereafter. 

[Here the President expatiated on the late{disclo- 
sures in relationtothe bank, the corruptibility of 


Congress, &c.; and at length, taking a paper from 
his drawer, said] 


P. You have been all along mistaken in your 
views. Here isa paper that will show you your 
obligations-— that the Executive must protect you. 

S. I will read it, sir, if such is your wish, but 1 
cannot anticipate a change of opinion. 

P. A Secretary, sir,is merely an Executive a- 
gent, a subordinate, and you may say so in self-de- 
fence. 

S. In this particular case, Congress confers a dis- 
cretionary power, and requires reasons if I exer- 
cise it. Surely this contemplates responsibility on 
my part. 

P. This paper will show you that your doubts are 
wholly groundless. 

S. As to the deposites, allow me, sir, to say, my 
decision is positive. The only question is as to 
the mode of my retirement. 


P. My dear Mr. Duane; we must separate as 
friends. Far from desiring that you should sustain 
any injury, you knowI have intended to give you 
the highest appointment now in my gift. You 
shall have the mission to Russia. I would have 
settled this matter before, but for the delay or dif- 
ficulty [as I understood the President] in relation to 
Mr. Buchannan. 

S. Lam sincerely thankful to you, sir, for your 
kind disposition, but I beg you to serve me in a 
way that will be truly pleasing. I desire no new 


station, and barely wishto leave my present one’ 

















blameless, or free from apprehension as tothe fu- 
ture. Favor me with a written declaration of your 
desire thatI should leave office, as I cannot carry 
out your views as to the deposites,and I will take 
back this letter [the one I had just presented.] 

P. Never have I had any thing that has given me 
more mortification than this whole business. I had 
not the smallest notion that we could differ. 

S. My principles and opinions, sir, are unchan- 
ged. We differ only about time—you are for ac- 
ting now, I am for waiting for Congress. 

P. how often have 1 told you that Congress can- 
not act until the deposites are removed, 

S. Iam unable, sir, to change my opinion at will 
upon that point. 

P. You are altogether wrong in your opinion, 
and I thought Mr. Taney would have convinced 
vou that you are. 

S. Mr. Taney, sir, endeavored to prevail on me 
toadopt his views, but failed. As to the de- 
posites, I barely desired a delay of about ten 
weeks, 

P. Not aday, notan hour; recent disclosures 
banish all doubt, and 1do not see how you can 
hesitate. 

S. I have often stated my reasons. Surely, sir, 
it is enough that, were I to act, Icould not give rea- 
sons satisfactory to myself. 

P. My reasons, lately read in the cabinet, will 
release you from complaint. 

S. Iam sorry I cannot view the subject in the 
same light. 

Our conversation was further extended, under 
varying emotions on buth sides; but without any 
change of opinion or decision. At length I retired, 
leaving the following letter: 


Treasury Department; September 21, 1833. 
To the President of the United States: 

Sir: I have the honor to lay before you: 

1. A copy of my commission empowering and 
enjoining me to execute my duty according to law; 
and authorizing me to hold my office at your pleas- 
ure. 

2. A copy of my oath of office, wherein 1 solemn- 
ly pledged myself to execute the trust committed 
to me with fidelity. ‘ 


3. A copy of the 16th section of the law char- 


teringthe Bank of the Uniied States, whereby the 


discretion to discontinue the deposites of the pub- 
lic money in that bank was committed to the Sec- 
retary of the Treasury alone. 

4. An extract from your letter tome onthe 26th 
of June, wherein you promise not to interfere with 
the independent exercise of the discretion commit- 
ted to me by the above mentioned law over the 
subject. 

5. Anextract from your exposition of the 18th 
instant, wherein you state that you do not expect 
me, at your request, order, or dictation, to do 
any act which] may believe to be illegal, or which 
my conscience may condemn. 

When you delivered to me, on the 18th instant, 
the exposition of your views, above referred to, I 
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asked you whether J was to regard itas a direction 
by you to me toremove the deposites, but upon 
your responsibility; and you had the goodness to 
add that, if 1 would stand by you, it would be the 
happiest day of your life. 


Solemnly impressed with a profound sense of my 
obligations to my country and myself, after painful 
reflection and upon my Own impressions, unaided 
by any advice such as I expected, I respectfully an- 
nounce to you, sir, that I refuse to carry your di- 
rections into effect. 

Not because I desire to fustrate your wishes for 
it would be my pleasure to promote them, if I 
could do so consistently with superior obligations. 

Not because I desire to favor the Bank of the 
United Stetes, to which I have ever been, am, und 
ever shall be opposed: 

Not to gratify any views, passions, or feelings of 
my own: but, 

1. Because I consider the proposed change of 
the depository, in the absence of ‘all necessity, a 
breach of public faith. 

2. Because the measure, if not in reality, ap- 
pears to be vindictive and arbitrary, not conserva- 
tive or just. 

3. Because,if the bank has abused or perverted 
its powers, the judiciary are able and willing to pun- 
ish,and in the last resort, theRepresentatives of the 
Peop!e may do so. 

4. Because the last House of Representatives 
of the United States pronounced the public money 
in the Bank of the United States safe. 


5. Because, if, under new circumstances, a 
change of depositary anght te be madvy thy Rep 


resentatives of the People,chosen since your appeal 
to them in your veto message, will ina few weeks 
assemble, and will be willing and able to do their 
duty. 

6 . Because a change to local and irresponsible 

banks will tend to shake public confidence, and pro- 
mote doubt and mischief in the operations of socie- 
ty. 
’ 7. Because it is not sound policy in the Union 
to foster local banks, which, in their multiplication 
and cupidity, derange, depreciate, and banish the 
only currency known to the Constitution, that of 
gold and silver. 

8. Because it isnot prudent to confide, in the 
crude way proposed by our agent, in loca] banks; 
when, on an average of all the banks, dependent 
in a great degree upon each other, one dollar in 
silver cannot be paid for six dollars of the paper in 
circulation. 


9. Because it is dangerous to place in the hands 
uf a Gcurctary vf de Ticasury, Gepernaane ror or- 


fice on Executive will, a power to favor or punish 
local banks, and consequently make them a polit- 
ical machinery. 

10. Because the whole proceeding must tend 
to diminish the confidence of the world in our re- 
gard for national credit and reputation; inasmuch 
ae, whatever may be the abuses of the directors of 
the Bank of the United States, the evil now to be 








endured must be borne by innocent persons, many 
of whom, abroad, hada right to confide in the 
law that authorized them to be holders of stock. 

11. Because I believe that the efforts made in 
various quarters to hasten the removal of the de- 
posites did not originate with patriots or statesman, 
but in schemes to promote selfish and factious pur- 

oses, 
‘ 12. Because it has been attempted by persons 
and presses, known to be in the confidence and 
pay of the Administration, to intimidate and con- 
strain the Secretary of the Treasury to exccute an 
actin direct opposition to his own solemn convic- 
tions, 

And, sir, having, with a frankness that means 
no disrepect, and, with feelings such as I lately 
declared them to be, stated to you why I refuse to 
execute what you direct, 1 proceed to perform a 
necessarily connected act of duty, by announcing 
to you that do not intend voluntarily to leave 
the post which the law has placed under my charge; 
and by giving you my reasons for so refusing. 

It is true that, on the 22d of July, you signified 
in language sufficiently intelligible that you would 
then remove me from office unless I would consent 
to remove the deposites, on your final decission.— 
It may also be true thacI should then have put it 
to the test: and it isalso true that under a well- 
grounded assurance that your bank plan, the only 
one then embodied in the instructions drawn up 
by me for your agent, would be, as it proved, abor- 
tive, that for this and othercauses you would be 


content, I did state my willingness to retice if I 
conld nat eanenr with yan {To he concluded. 





For the Investigator & Expositor, 
BANK MONSTERS, 

It is within the recollection of the reading com- 
munity, that during the early part of the administra- 
tion of General Jackson, the discovery was made, 
that banks were corrupt monsters, dangerous to li- 
berty, and should be put down.—And the dear peo- 
ple were promised, that instead of bank rags, they 
should have long silken purses filled with gold. 

To this resolve and promise, the cabinets, preper 
and improper, the great Globe, and all the great and 
small administration papers, and the ruling parly 
concurred, and then cried havoc, and let slip the 
dogs of war upon the banks. This furious war, it 
will be recollected, made general confusion in the 
financial operations of the country, by reason of 
which, thousands of honest and enterprising men 
were made bankrupts; but the people were told that 
all who suffered were money borrowers, and that 
all who traded on borrowed capital ought to break ; 
that reforra should take place, and that gold and 


silver should become the general currency of the 
country. 
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The war was continued on paper, like the Flori- 
da war, until the “greatest and best” retired ; and the 
present encumbent, pledged to follow in the fuot- 
steps of his illustrious predecessor, continued the 
war and promises, as best he could for a time, but 
it soon became perceptible, that there was a great 
lack of energy in the commander. ‘The fire abated 
and the smoke cleared away, in so much, that the 
field of battle became visible to the naked eye, 
when, horrible to relate, it was ascertained that the 
monster bank, had, at an early stage of the contest, 
taken shelter behind the dear people, who were 
thus brought between the first of the combatants; 
and in killed, wounded and missing, were the only 
sufferers; whereas, the officers of government, on 
the one hand, under cover of the smoke of their 
batteries, had seized upon the people’s money, and 
divided it amongst themselves as the spoils of vic- 
tory ;-—and the banks, on the other side, by plunder- 
ing the dead and wounded of the people, had great- 
ly increased their force, both in numbers and means, 
and the only reform yet realised, is a greater and 
more worthless mass of bank rags, and less gold 
and silver. | 

To many of the honest followers of the late and 
present administrations, this may look like a novel, 
but be assured, my dear friends, it is founded upon 
fact, and if you will once burst the collar of party 
and take an impartial view of the political history 
of the last ten years, you will find the foregoing is 
true, yet not a tithe of the whole truth; in proof of 
which, we will now and hereafter, give facts and 
references sufficient to convince the most enthusi- 


astic partizan living, if he be honest with all. 
In proof of the charge, that the officers of gov- 


ernment have seized upon the people’s money and 
divided it as the spoils of victory, we will, at this 
time, only refer the reader to the long list of public 
defaulters published in this number ; and whilst that 
is digesting, we will gather up such an array of 
peculations, as shall both astonish and amaze every 
honest enquirer. 

To prove that the banks have increased in num- 
ber and means, we will give a few facts drawn from 
the Secretary of the Treasury, in compliance with 
a resolution of the House of Representative, in re- 
lation to the condition of the State Banks, Doc. No. 
79, of January Sth, 1838. In this ducument, all, 
or nearly all of the State Banks, are reported; but 
I shall only cite from a part of those States where 
the gold humbug party had full and uncontrolled | 





power to do as they pleased. And first, we will 
refer to the State of Maine, where, it will be seen, 
that previous to 1830, there were but twelve banks 
in the State, having a capital stock of $2,075,000; 
and these have all been re-chartered and continued 
since thattime. But this is not the half.—We now 
find in that State, rrrry-rive banks, having a cap- 
ital of $5,226,700. Between January 1830 and 
1837, these were all chartered, re-chartered and 
continued by the party that were crying all the time, 
“down with the banks.” But the work does not 
stop here, ‘The party then in power in the State of 
Viaine, were constantly promising to clear the 
country of bank rags, and introduce gold and silver 
as the circulating medium.—And on this point, 
again let works bear witness. In January 1887, 
the banks of Maine had bills in circulation to the 
amount of $1,912,418; while at the same time, the 
whole fifty-five banks had in their vaults, only 
$387,169 in gold, silver and other coined metals, 
Showing within a small fraction, a paper, or bank 
rag circulation, of five dollars, to one in constitution- 
al currency. So, also, the State of N. H.—the Isaac 
Hill State, had, on the 5th of July, 1837, twenty 
SEVEN banks, with $2,839,500 of stock paid n— 
and a paper circulation of $1,257,549; but, shock- 
ing to relate, these gold humbugers had but barely 
$142,809 in specie, making almost eight dollars of 
bank rags in circulation, for one dollar of specie in 
their vaults. 

Again, the great State of New York, the very 
centre and soul of the anti-bank party, on the Ist of 
January 1837, had its one hundred banks, ninety 
six of which, bad a paper, or bank rag circulation 
OT $2~,V0D,1Z5, preaicared on x specie capital of 
only $5,562,367, almost four in paper, to one in 
specie. But this is not the worst of it.—From the 
Ist of January 1832, to the Ist of January 1837, 
during which time the anti-bank party had full pow- 
er to do as they pleased, and to construe the consti- 
tution as they understond it, yet, during the bright- 
est days of the golden humbug, and the hottest of 
the war against the banks, the loans and discounts 
of the banks of New York were increased $33,- 
144,000, and the Bank Capital was increased 
$13,746,000. 

These are a few, a very few, of the evidences of 
deceit and fraud practised by the late and present 
administrations of the Government.—If more is 
wanted, the documents from which the above is ta- 
ken, will give scores of similar facts. 
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S. Personal wishes, sir, must give way. The 
true question is, which must I observe, m) promise | 
to execute my duty faithfully, or my agreement to 
retire when the latter conflicts wih the former? 

P. I certainly never expected that any such dif- 
ficulties could arise between us, and think you. 
ought still to consider the matter. 

S. I have painfully considered it, and hope you 
will not ask me to make aeacrifice. All that you 
need is a successor and him you may have at once. | 

P. But I do not wish to dismiss you. I have too 
much regard for yourself, your family, and friends, 
to take that course. 

S. Excuse me, sir, you may only do now whiat 
you said in your letter of the 22nd of July it would 
be your duty to do, if I then said I would notthere- | 
after remove the deposites. 

P. It would be at any time disagreeable to do 
what might be injurious to you. 

S. A resignation, I think, would be more injuri- 
ous. And permit me to say that the publication in 
yesterday's Globe removes all delicacy. A worm 
if trodden upon will turn. I amassailed in the lea-, 
ding papers of the Administration ; and, if my friend, | 
you will not tie up my hands. 

P. Then! suppose you mean to come out a- 
gainst me. 

S. Nothing is further from my thoughts. I bare- 
ly desire to do what is now my duty, and defend 
myself if assailed hereafter. 

[Here the President expatiated on the latefdisclo- 
sures in relationtothe bank, the corruptibility of 
Congress, &c.; and at length, taking a paper from | 
his drawer, said] 

P. You have been all along mistaken in your 
views. Here isa paper that will show you your. 
obligations-— that the Executive must protect you. | 

S. I will read it, sir, if such is your wish, but 1. 
cannot anticipate a change of opinion. 

P. A Secretary, sir,is merely an Executive a-| 
gent, a subordinate, and you may say so in self-de- | 
fence. 

S. In this particular case, Congress confers a dis- ' 
cretionary power, and requires reasons if I exer-' 
cise it. Surely this contemplates responsibility on 
my part. 

P. This paper will show you that your doubts are 
wholly groundless. 

S. As to the deposites, allow me, sir, to say, my 
decision is positive. The only question is as to 
the mode of my retirement. 


P. My dear Mr. Duane; we must separate as 
friends. Far from desiring that you should sustain 
any injury, you know! haveintendedto give you 
the highest appointment now in my gift. You 
shall have the mission to Russia. I would have 
settled this matter before, but for the delay or dif. 
ficulty [as I understood the President] in relation to 
Mr. Buchannan. | 

_S. 1 am sincerely thankful to you, sir, for your 
kind disposition, but 1 beg you to serve me in a 
way that will be truly pleasing. I desire no new. 
station, and barely wishto leave my present one. 
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blameless, or free from apprehension as tothe fu- 
ture. Favor me with a written declaration of your 
desire that] should leave office, as I cannot carry 
out your views as to the deposites,and I will take 
back this letter [the one I had just presented] 

P. Never have | had any thing that Las given me 
more mortification than this whole business. I had 
not the smallest notion that we could differ. 

S. My principles and opinions, sir, are unchan- 
ged. We differ only about time—you are for ac- 
ting now, I am for waiting for Congress. 

P. how often have I 1o!ld you that Congress can- 
not act until the deposites are removed, 

S. lam unable, sir, to change my opinion at will 
upon that point. 

P. You are altogether wrong in your Opinion, 
and I thought Mr. Taney would have convinced 
you that you are. 

S. Mr. Taney, sir, endeavored to prevail on me 
toadopt his views, but failee. As to the de- 
posites, I barely desired a delay of about ten 
weeks. 

P. Not aday, notan hour; recent disclosures 
banish all doubt, and ldo not see how you can 
hesitate. 

S. I have often stated my reasons. Surely, sir, 
it is enough that, were I to act, I could not give rea- 
sons satisfactory to myself. 

P. My reasons, lately read in the cabinet, will 
telease vou from complaint. 

S. lam sorry I cannot view the subject in the 
same light. 

Our conversation was further extended, under 
varying emotions on both sides; but without any 
change of opinion or decision. At length I retired, 
leaving the following letter: 

Trrasrry Deranruertr; September 21, 1833, 
To the President of the United States: 

Sir: I have the honor to lay before you: 

1. A copy of my commission empowering and 
enjoining me to execute my duty according to law, 
and authorizing me to hold my cffice at your pleas- 
ure. 

2. A copy of my oath of office, wherein 1 solemn- 
ly pledged myself to execute the trust committed 
to me wit fidelity. 

3. A copy of the 16th section of the law char- 
tering the Bank of the United States, whereby the 
discretion to discontinue the deposites of the pub- 
lic money in that bank was committed to the Sec- 
retary of the Treasury alone. 

4. An extract from yourlettertome onthe 26th 

of June, wherein you promise not to interfere with 
the independent exercise of the discretion commit- 
ted to me by the above mentioned law over the 
subject. 
_ 5. An extract from your exposition of the 18th 
instant, wherein you state that you do not expect 
me, at your request, order, or dictation, to do 
any act which I may believe to be illegal, or which 
my conscience may condemn. 

When you delivered to me, on the 18th instant, 
the exposition of your views, above referred to, I 




















asked you whether J was to regard it as a direction 
by you to me to remove the deposites, but upon 
your responsibility; and you had the goodness to 
add that, if 1 would stand by you, it would be the 
happiest day of your life. 


Solemnly impressed with a profound sense of my 
obligations to my country and myself, after painful 
reflection and upon my own impressions, unaided 
by any advice such as | expected, I respectfully an- 
nounce to you, sir, that Lrefuse to carry your di- 
rections into effect. 

Not because I desire to fustrate your wishes for 
it would be my pleasure to promote them, if | 
could do so consistently with superior obligations. 

Not because I desire to favor the Bank of the 
United States, to which | have ever been, am, und 
ever shall be opposed: 

Not to gratify any views, passions, or feelings of 
my own: but, 

1. Because I consider the proposed change of 
the depository, in the absence of all necessity, a 
breach of public faith. 

2. Because the measure, if not in reality, ap- 
pears to be vindictive and arbitrary, not conserva- 
tive or just. 

3. Because,if the bank has abused or perverted 
its powers, the judiciary are able and willing to pun- 
ish,and in the last resort, theRepresentatives of the 
Peop!e may do so. 

4. Because the last House of Representatives 
of the United States pronounced the public money 
in the Bank of the United States safe. 

5. Because, if, under new circumstances, a 
change of depository ought to be made, the Rep- 
resentatives of the People,chosen since your appeal 
to them in your veto message, will ina few weeks 


asaeents and will be willing and able to do their 
uty. 


6. Because a change to local and irresponsible 
banks will tend to shake public confidence, and pro- 
mote doubt and mischief in the operations of socie- 
ty. 
7. Because it is not sound policy in the Union 
to foster local banks, which, in their multiplication 
and cupidity, derange, depreciate, and banish the 
only currency known to the Constitution, that of 
gold and silver. 

8. Because it is not prudent to confide, in the 
crude way proposed by our agent, in loca] banks; 
when, on an average of all the banks, dependent 
in a great degree upon each other, one dollar in 
silver cannot be paid for six dollars of the paper in 
circulation. 

9. Because it is dangerous to place in the hands 
of a Secretary of the Treasury, dependant for of- 
fice on Executive will, a power to favor or punish 
local banks, and consequently make them a polit- 
ical machinery. 

10. Because the whole proceeding must tend 
to diminish the confidence of the world jn our re- 
gard for national credit and reputation; inasmuch 
as, whatever may be the abuses of the directors of 
the Bank of the United States, the evil now to be 
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endured must be borne by innocent persons, many 
cf whom, abroad, hada right to confide in the 
law that authorized them to be holders of stock. 

11. Because I believe that the efforts made in 
various quarters to hasten the removal of the de- 
posites did not originate with patriots or statesman, 
but in schemes to promote selfish and factious pur- 
poses, 

12. Because it has been attempted by persons 
and presses, known to be in the confidence and 
pay of the Administration, to intimidate and con- 
strain the Secretary of the Treasury to exccute an 
actin direct Opposition to his own solemn convic- 
tions. 

And, sir, having, with a frankness that means 
no disrepect, and, with feelings such as I lately 
declared them to be, stated to you why I refuse to 
execute what you direct, 1 proceed to perform a 
necessarily connected act of duty, by announcing 
to you thatI do not intend voluntarily to leave 
the post which the law has placed under my charge; 
and by giving you my reasons for so refusing. 

It is true that, on the 22d of July, you signified 
in language sufficiently intelligible that you would 
then remove me from office unless I would consent 
to remove the deposites, on your final decission.— 
It may also be true thacI should then have put it 
to the test: and it isalso true that under a well- 
grounded assurance that your bank plan, the only 
one then embodied in the instructions drawn up 
by me for your agent, would be, as it proved, abor- 
tive, that for this and othercauses you would be 
content, I did state my willingness to retire if I 
could not concur with you. [To be concluded. 





For the Investigator & Expositor, 


BANK MONSTERS, 
It is within the recollection of the reading com- 


munity, that during the early part of the administra- 
tion of General Jackson, the discovery was made, 
that banks were corrupt monsters, dangerous to li- 
berty, and should be put down.—And the dear peo- 
ple were promised, that instead of bank rags, they 
should have long silken purses filled with gold. 
To this resolve and promise, the cabinets, preper 
and improper, the great Globe, and all the great and 
small administration papers, and the ruling party 
concurred, and then cried havoc, and let slip the 
dogs of war upon the banks. This furious war, it 
will be recollected, made general confusion in the 
financial operations of the country, by reason of 
which, thousands of honest and enterprising men 
were made bankrupts; but the people were told that 
all who suffered were money borrowers, and that 
all who traded on borrowed capital ought to break; 
that reform should take place, and that gold and 
silver should become the general currency of the 





country. 
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The war was conta red On paper, lke the [ 
da war, until he “greatest anu best” 

present ¢ pnoent, pledged to follow 
steps of | 
war aod promises, as best be could for a tine, out 
t soon became percepuble, 
lack of energy in the commander. ‘The fire abated 
and the smoke cleared away, mi so muc., that! 
field of battle became visible to the nakec ev 
when, horrible to relate, 1 was ascertaine 


monster bank, liad, at an carly stage of (he coutes 
taken shelter behind the dear people, Who were 
thus brought between the first of the combatants; 
and in killed, wounded and missing, were the ons 
sufferers; whereas, the officers of goverament, on 
the one hand. under cover of the smoke of theu 
batteries, had seized upon the pre ple *smmoney, 
divided it amongst themselves as the sp 
tory ;--and the banks, on the other side. by plunder- 
ing the dead and wounded of the pe 
ly increased their force, both in numbers and means, 
and the only reform yet realised, is a greater and 
more worthless mass of bank rags, and less gol 

and silver. 

To many of the honest followers of the late anc 
present administrations, this may look like a novel, 
but be assured, my dear friends, it is founded upon 
fact, aud if you will once burst the collar of party 
and take an impartial view of the political history 
of the last ten years, you will find the foregoing is 
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true, yet not a tithe of the whole truth; in proof of 


which, we will now and hereafter, give facts and 
references sufficient to convince tle most enthusi- 
astic partizan living, if he be honest with all. 

In proof of the charge, that the officers of gov- 
ernment have seized upon the people’s money and 
divided it as the spoiis of victory, we will, at this 


time, only refer the reader tu the long list of pxblie | 


defaulters published in this number; and whilst that 
is digesting, we will gather up such an array of 
pecuiations, as shall both astonish and amaze cvery 
honest enquirer. 

To prove that the banks lave increased in num- 
ber and means, we will give a few facts drawa from 
the Secretary of the Treasury, in compliance with 
a resclution of the House of Representative, in re- 
lation to the condition of the State Banks, Duc. No. 
79, of January 8th, 1838. In this ducument, all, 
or nearly all of the S:ate Banks, are reported; but 


I shall only cite from a part of those States whicre | 


\ tial, we wall 

te of Ma —owhet will be seen, 

Ps.) ‘ ‘ ttwelve banke 

~ 7 ‘ of S075 000; 

THe . 11 rier ind continued 
simee that tim 1 e | ttue hali—We now 
State, PIPTY.PIvE bauks, baving @ cap- 
et art 1} ' -— iary 1°20 and 

Is3 were pil ¢ ered, te-chattered and 
y the party that were crying all the lime, 
down w is.” jut the work does not 
stop licte Pie party then in power in Wie State of 
Vai \ C stly promising to clear the 
country of bank rays, and introduce gold and silvee 
is the circulating medium.—And on this point, 


» jet KS if Wilness. In January 1837, 
inks of Maine had bills in circulation to the 


amount ot SIVIZ ALS; whee atthe same time, the 


whole filtv-iive banks had in their vaults, onlv 
SISTA in ld, er and other coined metals. 
Showing Ww 1a smail fraction, a paper, OF bank 


rag circulation, ol five dollars, to one in constitution- 
al currency. So,also,the State of N. [l.—the Isaac 
. on the Sth of July, IS87, twenty 
rVEN banks, with S2,830,500 of stock paid in— 
and a paper circulation of S1257,519; but, shock- 
net 
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ese gold humbugers had but barely 
S142.809 in specie, making almost eight dollars of 
bank rags in cil 
their vaults. 
Again, the great State of New York, the very 
centre and soul of the anti-bank party, on the Ist of 
January 1537, had its one hundred banks, ninety 
six of which, had a paper, or bank rag circulation 
of $22,065,123, predicated on a specie capital of 
only $9,062,367, almost four in paper, to one in 
specie. But this is not the worst of it.—From the 
Istof January 1532, to tho Ist of January 1837, 
during which time the anti-bank party had full pow- 
er to do as they pleased, and to construe the consti- 
tution as they understond it, yet, during the bright- 
est days of the golden humbug, and the eae 


culation, for one collar of specie in 


the war against the banks, the loans and discounte 
of the banks of New York were increased S33 ,- 
144,000, and the Bank Capital was increased 
$13,716,000, 

‘These are a few, a very few, of the evidences of 
deceit and fraud practised by the late and present 
administrations of the Government.—If{ more is 
wanted, the documents from w hich the above is ta- 


the gold humbug party had full and uncontrolled | ken, will give scores of similar facts. 
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